Accepting Correction Gracefully – A Personal Bible Study

People will periodically offer you the gift of correction. Sometimes these people will be your authorities, sometimes they will be your peers, and sometimes they will be your followers. It is essential that you learn to receive the gift of correction graciously.

Biblical Foundations

Correction Is Good For Us
It is better for a person to receive a rebuke from those who are wise than to listen to the song of fools. (Ecclesiastes 7:5, NET)

The one who heeds instruction is on the way to life, but the one who rejects rebuke goes astray. (Proverbs 10:17, NET)

God Expects Your Leaders To Correct You And You To Correct Your Followers
1I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 Preach the message, be ready whether it is convenient or not, reprove, rebuke, exhort with complete patience and instruction. (2 Tim 4:1-2, NET)

For this reason rebuke them sharply that they may be healthy in the faith. (Titus 1:13, NET)

God Expects You To Correct Your Peers and Your Peers To Correct You
If your brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him. (Luke 17:3, NET)

Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 6Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are excessive. (Proverbs 27:5-6, NET)

How We Respond To Correction Shows Whether We Are Wise or Foolish
A rebuke makes a greater impression on a discerning person than a hundred blows on a fool. (Proverbs 17:10, NET)

Flog a scorner, and as a result the simpleton will learn prudence; correct a discerning person, and as a result he will understand knowledge. (Proverbs 19:25, NET)

Ignoring Correction Can Have Disastrous Consequences
The one who stiffens his neck after numerous rebukes will suddenly be destroyed without remedy. (Proverbs 29:1, NET)

Passages To Meditate On

Proverbs 1:20-33 (NET)
1:20 Wisdom calls out in the street, she shouts loudly in the plazas; 1:21 at the head of the noisy streets she calls,in the entrances of the gates in the city she utters her words:

1:22 “How long will you simpletons love naiveté? How long will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge? 1:23 If only you will respond to my rebuke, then I will pour out my thoughts to you and I will make my words known to you.1:24 However, because I called but you refused to listen, because I stretched out my hand but no one paid attention, 1:25 because you neglected all my advice, and did not comply with my rebuke, 1:26 so I myself will laugh when disaster strikes you, I will mock when what you dread comes, 1:27 when what you dread comes like a whirlwind, and disaster strikes you like a devastating storm, when distressing trouble comes on you.

1:28 Then they will call to me, but I will not answer; they will diligently seek me, but they will not find me. 1:29 Because they hated moral knowledge, and did not choose to fear the Lord, 1:30 they did not comply with my advice, they spurned all my rebuke. 1:31 Therefore they will eat from the fruit of their way, and they will be stuffed full of their own counsel. 1:32 For the waywardness of the simpletons will kill them, and the careless ease of fools will destroy them. 1:33 But the one who listens to me will live in security, and will be at ease from the dread of harm.

· Circle/underline the word rebuke each time it appears in the above passage.

· What are the consequences if we respond to correction well?

· What are the consequences if we disregard correction?

1 Corinthians 4:14-21 (NET)
4:14 I am not writing these things to shame you, but to correct you as my dear children. 4:15 For though you may have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, because I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 4:16 I encourage you, then, be imitators of me. 4:17 For this reason, I have sent Timothy to you, who is my dear and faithful son in the Lord. He will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. 4:18 Some have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. 4:19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord is willing, and I will find out not only the talk of these arrogant people, but also their power. 4:20 For the kingdom of God is demonstrated not in idle talk but with power. 4:21 What do you want? Shall I come to you with a rod of discipline or with love and a spirit of gentleness?

· Skim 1 Corinthians up to this passage: what are some of the corrections Paul has given them?

· Why does Paul tell the Corinthians such hard-to-hear things?

· What is the alternative? What will happen if they do not accept loving (but hard to stomach) words?

2 Samuel 7:12-14, NET
[Nathan told David that God said] 7:12 When the time comes for you to die, I will raise up your descendant, one of your own sons, to succeed you, and I will establish his kingdom. 7:13 He will build a house for my name, and I will make his dynasty permanent. 7:14 I will become his father and he will become my son. When he sins, I will correct him with the rod of men and with wounds inflicted by human beings.

· Who is the descendant spoken of here?

· How will God correct David’s descendant?

· How do you think God corrects us today?

Nehemiah 2:18-20; 6:1-9 (NET)
2:18 Then I [Nehemiah] related to them how the good hand of my God was on me and what the king had said to me. Then they replied, “Let’s begin rebuilding right away!” So they readied themselves for this good project. 2:19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard all this, they derided us and expressed contempt toward us. They said, “What is this you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?” 2:20 I responded to them by saying, “The God of heaven will prosper us. We his servants will start the rebuilding. But you have no just or ancient right in Jerusalem.”

6:1 When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall and no breach remained in it (even though up to that time I had not positioned doors in the gates), 6:2 Sanballat and Geshem sent word to me saying, “Come on! Let’s set up a time to meet together at Kephirim in the plain of Ono.” Now they intended to do me harm.

6:3 So I sent messengers to them saying, “I am engaged in an important work, and I am unable to come down. Why should the work come to a halt when I leave it to come down to you?” 6:4 They contacted me four times in this way, and I responded the same way each time.

6:5 The fifth time that Sanballat sent his assistant to me in this way, he had an open letter in his hand. 6:6 Written in it were the following words:

“Among the nations it is rumored (and Geshem has substantiated this) that you and the Jews have intentions of revolting, and for this reason you are building the wall. Furthermore, according to these rumors you are going to become their king. 6:7 You have also established prophets to announce in Jerusalem on your behalf, ‘We have a king in Judah!’ Now the king is going to hear about these rumors. So come on! Let’s talk about this.”

6:8 I sent word back to him, “We are not engaged in these activities you are describing. All of this is a figment of your imagination.” 6:9 All of them were wanting to scare us, supposing, “Their hands will grow slack from the work, and it won’t get done.” So now, strengthen my hands!
· There is a tension here with our earlier studies. Nehemiah rejects the correction of Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem and yet is clearly celebrated by the Bible as a hero for doing so. When is it appropriate to reject correction?
· How should we respond when we reject correction?
Mark 8:31-33 (NET)
8:31 Then Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 8:32 He spoke openly about this. So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 8:33 But after turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but on man’s.”

· Jesus respond to Peter’s rebuke with a rebuke of his own. On what occasions is it appropriate to reject correction harshly?

Summary Thought

Let us strive to acquire the heart of David, who prayed, “May the godly strike me in love and correct me!” (Psalm 14:15, NET)

